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Port worth, Texas 
December 20, 1926 

S p e c i a l meeting of the Board of D i r e c t o r s of Tarrant 

County V.'ater C o n t r o l k Improvement D i s t r i c t No, 1, held on De

cember 20th, 1926. P r e s i d i n g , A. L. Baker, P r e s i d e n t , Present* 

D i r e c t o r s , L. C. Abbott, W. H. S l a y and W. E. Bideker, S e c r e t a r y . 

Present, Attorneys Sidney Samuels and I r e l a n d Hampton. 

Minutes of the meeting of December 15th, 1^26 read and 

approved. 

There was presented t o the Board a d r a f t of a s p e c i a l 

b i l l t o be introduced i n the 40th L e g i s l a t u r e of Texas, p r o v i 

ding the manner and means by which the State of Texas, would i n 

part discharge her d u t i e s to the dwellers i n the T r i n i t y R i v e r 

V a l l e y and t o that end c o n t r i b u t e to the cost of the f l o o d r e 

t a r d i n g works proposed to be constructed by Tarrant County V/ater 

C o n t r o l & Improvement D i s t r i c t No. 1 and t o the end that the 

headwater f l o o d s of the stream would be diminished approximately 

o n e - t h i r d and so protect and insure the adequacy of the present 

investment i n levees lower down the V a l l e y ; and f u r t h e r , t o make 

i t p o s s i b l e f o r the owners of lands not now protected to protect 

the same by works purely l o c a l i n t h e i r b e n e f i t s at costs much 

lower than would be p o s s i b l e without? r e t a r d i n g the headwater 

f l o o d s . F u r t h e r , to r e l e a s e the f l o o d waters not r e q u i r e d f o r l o 

c a l b e n e f i c i a l uses to increase the stream flow at periods of 

harmful low flow and so r e s t o r e r i c e c u l t u r e i n the counties along 

the T r i n i t y R i v e r on the c o a s t a l p l a i n . F u r t h e r , to d i m i n i s h the 

f l o o d menace f o r a l l areas i n the T r i n i t y V a l l e y . 



-la-

I t was moved by V/. E. Bideker that n o t i c e of i n t e n t t o 

introduce the b i l l be published i n conformity t o law and that costs 

of the p u b l i c a t i o n be a u t h o r i z e d . 

The motion was seconded by L. C. Abbott and was c a r r i e d , 
r 

B i l l s and accounts due were presented by Secretary 17.E. 

Bideker as f o l l o w s : 
George G.Purl-To-Salary t o 12-20-26 % 100.00 
I r e l a n d Hampton-To-Salary t o 12-20-26 — $ 100.00 
W.E.Bideker-To-Salary to 12-20-26 % 100.00 
I r e l a n d Hampton-To-Exp ,to Houston & 30.76 
I r e l a n d Hampton-To-Exp. t o Houston $ 48.33 
W.E.Bideker-To-Exp.to Houston $ 148.59 

T o t a l . . . | 527.68 

Moved by W. H. Sla y , seconded by L, C. Abbott that the 

accounts as l i s t e d be approved and p a i d . 

W.H. Slay moved that the Secretary and President t r a n s f e r 

Jfe $1000.00 from the Savings Account t o the Checking Account. Motion 

seconded by L. C. Abbott: Motion c a r r i e d . 

Oral report was made by I r e l a n d Hampton and Simon Preese 

r e l a t i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s i n Houston with Mr. Kirby, Mr. Howe and Mr. 

H a l l concerning the d e s i r e t o have Houston take the lead i n organ

i z i n g a r e g i o n a l V/ater C o n t r o l and Imrovement D i s t r i c t t o cover the 

lower T r i n i t y V a l l e y . K i r b y and Howe favored the undertaking as 

p r a c t i c a l , economically sound end of apparent value to the c i t y o f 

Houston. Mr. H a l l concurred but i n s i s t e d that the matter be sub

mi t t e d t o the Chamber of Commerce. He a l s o agreed that the under

ta k i n g was r e g i o n a l i n character and th a t the State should co

operate by c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the cost of r e t a r d i n g works t o d e l i v e r 

r e l i e f t o the e n t i r e v a l l e y below the r e t a r d i n g works, but t h a t , i n 

h i s o p i n i o n , the State should not, and, coul d not co n t r i b u t e t o the 
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* cost of the levees, or other works, the b e n e f i t s of which were 

purely l o c a l i n c h a r a c t e r . 

I t was moved by L. C. Abbott, seconded by w. H. Slay that 

Mr. Bideker, Hampton and P u r l be i n s t r u c t e d to endeavor t o have Mr. 

A. B. Spencer of the Port Worth Chamber of Corrmerce , arrange a con

ference w i t h the D i r e c t o r s of the Houston Chamber of Commerce, anfl 

J . D. Jackson of College S t a t i o n , Secretary of the Brazos V a l l e y 

Reclamation A s s o c i a t i o n , i n the e f f o r t to have them undertake the 

work necessary to accomplish the objects set f o r t h i n the c o n f e r 

ence w i t h K i r ^ y , Howe and H a l l : the motion was c a r r i e d . 

Attorney Samuels was requested t o prepare f o r the D i r e c t 

o r s , an opinion as t o the l e g a l r i g h t of the present D i r e c t o r s t o 

manage the a f f a i r s of the D i s t r i c t during the year 1927 i n case no 

e l e c t i o n be h e l d i n January 1927. I t was d e s i r e d to save the D i s 

t r i c t the expense of the e l c t i o n u n t i l such time i t could be de

termined v/hether the D i s t r i c t was to be abandoned or pushed t o per

manent operation. I t was f u r t h e r b e l i e v e d that t h i s d e c i s i o n could 

be reached i n a very few months. That i f the d e c i s i o n was t o d i s 

solve the d i s t r i c t , the e l e c t i o n expense would be a useless waste ( 

of money. 

Attorney Samuels was a l s o requested to f u r n i s h the D i 

r e c t o r s a copy of an agreement f o r the e x c l u s i o n of lands a f f c e t e d 

by a l l pending s u i t s f o r e x c l u s i o n . 

Meeting adjourned subject t o c a l l of the P r e s i d e n t . 

(yj/ y/.y^j^^ 
president^-

xjjCw 
Secretary 


